LATER ELIZABETHAN  POETRY

They circulated, however, in MS. Sidney left three important
works: The great sonnet sequence Astrophel and Stella, the long
prose romance sprinkled with verses called The Arcadia) and the
famous critical essay called The Apologiefor Poetrie or The Defence
qfPoesie. Astrophel and Stella was probably begun in 1580, but fin*
ished some time after 1581. It was not pub. till 1591, when it ap-
peared with an epistle by T. Nashe, probably the editor. The
Apologie was probably begun in 1579-80 and finished in 1583-4,
It was a reply to a Puritan attack on poetry and the drama
by Stephen Gosson called The Schools of Abuse, and was first
printed for Henry Olney with the title An Apologie for Poetrie
in 1595, and again in the same year for William Ponsonby
with the title The Defence of Poesie. For later edd. see p. 24.1.
The Arcadia was written in its orig. form "in loose sheetes of
paper" to amuse Sidney's sister, the Countess of Pembroke, about
1580-2, but was afterwards recast and considerably enl. This
rev. version was pub. in 1590 by William Ponsonby. This pub-
lisher issued a corrected ed. from MS. material provided by
the Countess of Pembroke in 1593 and a third ed. in 1598 with
Astrophel and Stella, The Apologiefor Poetrie, the masque called The
Lady of the May, and other poems of Sidney: This book was re-
garded as the definitive ed. of Sidney's works and was often rptd.
An ed. of 1621 incorporated a supplement to the third book of
the Arcadia by Sir William Alexander and an ed. of 1627 includes
a sixth book by R. Beling. The orig. quarto ed. of the Arcadia
pub. in 1590 was ed. in photographic fees, with a bibliograph-
ical introd. by H. Oskar Sommer in 1891. A. Feuillerat in his
collective ed. of Sidney's works (1926), printed for the first
time the first version of the Arcadia which survived in five MS.
copies. The same ed. also includes a rpt. of the 1590-3 edd.
A tr. of the Psalms by Sidney and his sister was circulated in
MS., but not printed till 1821, when it was pub. S. W. Singer.
Ruskin included an ed. of it in his Bibliotheca Pastorum (1877).

Sidney's Works, actually rpts. of 1598, Arcadia, etc., were first
issued as such in the fourteenth ed. of 1724-5. The standard
modern collective ed. is that of A. Feuillerat, pub. the C.U.P.
in the Cambridge English Classics (3 vols., 1912-6). There
are a number of modern edd. of the lyrics and sonnets. The
most useful is the one vol. ed. of the Poems ed. John Drink-
water (M.L., 1910).

Biography and Criticism.

The earliest life of Sidney was written by his friend Fulke
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